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LATE  NEWS 


Second  official  estimate  of  the  195^-55  cotton  crop  in  Egypt  places 
production    at  1,^95>000  bales,  ( 500  pounds  gross),  slightly  less  than 
the  first  estimate  of  1,503,000  and  an  increase  of  2  percent  above  last 
year's  final  estimate  of  1,^61,000  bales.    The  current  estimate  includes 
U9it-,000  bales  of  extra  long  staple  (mostly  Karnak) ,  371,000  bales  of 
medium  long  staple  (mostly  Giza  30)  ?  and  596,000  bales  of  ordinary  long 
staple  (Ashmouni  and  Zagora) .    These  figures  indicate  decreases  from  last 
year's  crop  of  extra  long  and  medium  long  staples,  and  an  increase  in  the 
crop  or  ordinary  long  staple  (Ashmouni  and  Zagora). 
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it,  and  send  it  to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Room  5922,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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ALL-INDIA  FINAL  ESTIMATE 
OF  JUTE,  1954-55 

The  official  All-India  Final  Estimate  of  jute,  1954-55  was  released 
in  New  Delhi  on  November  22,  1954.    An  increase  of  6.4  percent  ir.  acreage  and 
of  0.8  percent  in  production  is  reported.    The  data  and  remarks  are  quoted 
below: 


Area 

(Thousand  acres)  : 

Production  (Thousand 
bales  of  hOO  pounds  each) 

States 

1954-55 
(Final 
Estimate) 

1953-54 
( Partial ly 
Revised 
Estimate) : 

Increase 

(  +)  or 
decrease 

(-)  of 
1954-55 
over 

W53r5fc 

195U-55  ■ 
(Final  : 
Estimate) 

1953-54  : 
(Partially: 
Revised  : 
Estimate) : 

Increase 
(+)  or 

decrease 
(-)  of 

195^-55 
over 

1953-54 

Assam. . . . 
Bihar .... 
Orissa. . . 
Uttar 
Pradesh. . 
West 

Bengal . . . 
Tripura. . 

283 
:  302 
87 

:  34 

!  5^8 

:  19 

£-     257  ' 
303 

59 
27 

:  535 
15 

(  +  )  26 
R  1 
(  +  )  28 

(0  7 

(+  )  13 
(  +  )  U 

776  1/ 
60k 
:  192 

:  70 

:    1,465  1/ 
:         k6  ~ 

807  1/  : 
601  : 
129  : 

56 

:  1,498  1/  ' 
:  38 

(-)  31 

it)  66 

<  +  )  I* 

(-)  33 

(+)  8 

TOTAL. . 

:  1,273 

:  1,196 

1  (+)  77 

:  3,153 

=  3A29 

M  24 

l/  -Based  on  results  of  Random  Sampling  Crop  Cutting  experiments  except 
those  of  hilly  areas  in  the  case  of  Assam  and  of  Dar jeeling  district  in 
the  case  of  West  Bengal. 


Note:-  Jute  is  not  grown  in  other  States  to  any  appreciable  extent. 

"The  increase  in  acreage  under  jute  during  the  current  year  over 
previous  year,  has  been  reported  by  almost  all  the  jute->growing  States, 
significantly  in  Orissa  and  Assam  due  mainly  to  favorable  weather  conditions 
at  the  sowing  time  and  to  efforts  made  under  the  jute  Development  Scheme. 
Bihar  has,  however,  reported  an  insignificant  decrease  in  the  current  year's 
acreage  under  the  crop. 

"The  increase  in  production  has  mainly  been  shared  by  Orissa  and 
Uttar  Pradesh  and  has  been  attributed  partly  to  increase  in  area  and  partly 
to  better  climatic  conditions  at  the  growing  period.    This  increase  in 
production  has  been  offset  to  a  great  extent  by  the  decreases  registered 
mainly  in  West  Bengal  and  Assam  due  to  floods  at  the  growing  period. 

"The  estimates  of  production  of  Assam  (excluding  hilly  districts)  and 
West  Bengal  (excluding  Dar jeeling  districts)  for  1953-54  and  1954-55  &r© 
based  on  the  results  of  Random  Sample  Crop  Cutting  Surveys." 
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Recognizing  the  necessity  of  improving  the  quality  of  French  export 
wheat,  if  foreign  markets  are  to  be  von  and  held,  France  recently  enacted 
measures  which  established  grading  standards  for  export  vheat.  Adoption 
of  the  standards  according  to  Harold  L.  Koeller,  Assistant  Agricultural 
Attache,  American  Embassy  Paris,  indicates  the  decision  of  the  French 

??        \  I33  J?  ^SUre  that  exP°rted  ^eats  will  be  of  high  quality  and  that 
it  vUi  be  able  to  compete  with  vheat  from  other  exporting  countries  in 
world  markets. 


nru- 


Lots  of  vheat  vhich  are  sound  and  marketable  under  French  regulations 
but ^ do  not  meet  the  export  specifications  may  still  be  exported  but  only 
as    unclassified    vheat.    The  standards,  effective' October  19,  195I1  by 
vhich  lots  of  vheat  offered  for  bidding  by  exporter's  vill  be  graded  by  the 
National- Cereals  Office  (ONIC)  are  as  follows: 

EXPORT  VHEAT  STANDARDS  l/ 


Grade 
Number 

:  .  Minimum 
:Test  Weight 
Kilos  per 
Hectoliter 

:  U.S. 

'•                        Maximum  limits  of 

:  Equiv. 
lbs .  per 
bushel 

:  Broken, 
Moisture      :  Spotty, 

Smutty,  Heated, 
Insect  Infested, 
Sprouted 

Kilograms  : 

Pounds  : 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Grade  1 
Grade  2  ; 
Grade  3  ; 
1/  Frencl 

;  76  - 
75  : 

73  : 
l  'whent.fl  flt-A 

:  59.0 
58.3 
56.7 

"hrriQ  rll  tr  r 

15.5  ;! 

16.5  ; 
17.5  : 

.  2.0 
14.0 
6.0 

Soft  textured  wheat's  predominate.    Hard  wheats  represent  only  a  very  small 
percentage  of  the  total  crop.    Also,  French  wheats  are  generally  of  vinter 
habit,  red  in  color  and  have  a  rather  high  moisture  content  due  primarily 
to  humid  climatic  conditions.    French  wheats  are  most  comparable  to  the 
Soft  Red  Winter  vheats  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States. 

DAIRY  SITUATION  IN  WEST  GERMANY 

CONTINUES  TO  IMPROVE  ': 

■  ■  - ..  1 . 

During  1953-5^,  whole  milk  production  in  West  Germany  continued  its 
upward  trend.    An  increase  of  approximately  8  percent  over  the  preceding 
year  was  largely  attributable  to  improved  breeding  and  feeding  practices 
and  to  the  healthy  condition  of  the  herds.    Over  65  percent  of  the  whole 
milk  output  was  used  by  dairies  in  the  production  of  butter,  cheese  and 
cream.    Most  of  the  balance  was  consumed  as  fluid  milk  with  some  also 
being  used  as  feed.    A  large  portion  of  the  skim  milk  available  was 
utilized  for  animal  feed,  WjLth  cheese,,  quark  (cottage  cheese)  and  milk 
powder  production  accounting  for  the  remainder. 


CP 
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In  1953-51*,  the  West  Herman  food  supply  situation  continued  to  improve. 
In  regard  to  milk  and  dairy  products,  consumption  equaled,  or  exceeded,  that 
of  the  previous  year.    Most  of  the  increase  in  -whole  milk  consumption 
resulted  from  larger  purchases  of  "bottled  milk  at  schools,  factories,  and 
other  institutions,  and  at  the  steadily  growing  number  of  milk  tars.  The 
increase  in  home  consumption  of  "whole  milk,  which  is  mostly  purchased  from 
open  bulk  containers,  -was  slight.    Skim  milk  consumption  was  relatively 
unimportant  and  was  largely  consumed  during  the  summer  months  in  the  form 
of  ice  cream  or  mixed  drinks. 

Butter  consumption  in  1953 -^k  was  12  percent  above  the  preceding 
year  when  high  prices  discouraged  butter  purchases  and  favored  margarine 
consumption. 

Cheese  and  quark  also  were  consumed  in  larger  quantities  in  1953-5^ , 
compared  with  a  year  earlier.    Domestic  production  was  higher.  The 
liberalization  of  cheese  imports  (in  April,  1952)  permitted  purchases  of 
cheese  from  the  neighboring  exporting  countries,  the  Netherlands,  Denmark 
and  Switzerland,  thereby  stimulating  consumption. 

Processed  milk  consumption,  particularly  that  of  evaporated  milk, 
continued  to  increase  in  1953-54.    The  good  quality  available,  the  ease 
of  storage  and  the  occasional  lower  price  sales  accounted  for  this  increase. 

West  Germany:    Per  capita  consumption  of  milk  and  dairy  products 
Commodity  1935-38  1/    1952-53  1953 -51*  2/     195^-55  3/ 


Pounds  Pounds  Pounds  Pounds 

Milk,  whole,  fresh  kj       305.6  280.0  285.7  290.3 

Milk,  skim,  fresh  2^.7  2k  .0  23. k  23. k 

Milk,  processed  3.1             7.5.  8.2  8.6 

Butter  lk. 8  11.0  12.3  12.8 

Cheese  7.7  8.1*  9.0  9.0 

Quark  5/  2.0             3.3  3.5  3-7 


1/  Excluding  West  Berlin.  2/  Preliminary.  3/  Forecast,  kj  Including  cream. 
5/  A  form  of  cottage  cheese. 

The  outlook  for  whole  milk  production  in  195^-55  is  for  an  increase 
of  about  k  percent  over  1953-5^  output.    Most  of  this  increase  will  be  used 
for  the  production  of  butter,  cheese  and  condensed  milk.    Larger  quantities 
of  both  whole  and  skimmed  milk  will  be  used  as  feed  for  increasing  calf 
production . 

MEAT  PRICES  PISE 
IN  NEW  ZEALAND 

Meat  prices  in  New  Zealand  are  materially  above  a  year  earlier,  when 
sales  for  export  were  made  under  the  bulk  purchase  agreement  with  the  United 
Kingdom.     Production  and  »xpor~ts  of  meat  continue  at  very  high  levels. 
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Meat  production  in  New  Zealand  during  1953-5^  totaled  1,284  million 
pounds,  carcass  weight,  3  percent  greater  than  in  1952-53  and  only  slightly 
less  than  the  record  output  of  1,297  million  pounds  produced  in  1951-52. 
Livestock  numbers  on  farms  are  at  very  high  levels  and  continued  large 
production  of  meat  is  in  prospect  during  the  current  year. 

In  November  1954  meat  exporters  -were  paying  over  twice  as  much  for 
cow  beef  as  they  did  a  year  ago  and  prices  for  steer  and  heifer  boef  were 
about  20  percent  higher  than  in  November  1953.    Prices  of  chilled  beef 
were  bringing  a  substantial  premium  over  frozen  beef  which  is  encouraging 
shipments  in  this  form.    Prices  of  mutton  and  lamb  were  also  considerably 
above  last  season  but  relatively  not  as  high  as  beef.    It  is  expected  that 
prices  of  beef  will  remain  near  the  November  level  but  some  weakness  in 
prices  of  mutton  and  pork  is  expected. 

Exports  of  meat  from  New  Zealand  during  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1954  totaled  887  million  pounds,  an  increase  of  3  percent  from  a  year 
earlier.    Increased  exports  of  beef  and  lamb  more  than  offset  reduced 
exports  of  veal,  mutton  and  pork. 

The  export  surplus  from  New  Zealand  is  still  expected  to  go  largely 
to  the  United  Kingdom  now  that  the  bulk  purchase  contract  with  the  United 
Kingdom  is  no  longer  in  force.    However,  greater  shipments  to  Canada  are 
likely .    It  is  reported  that  exports  to  Canada  will  include  more  than 
100,000  lamb  carcasses  with  the  largest  shipments  scheduled  for  departure 
in  January  and  February.    Normal  shipments  of  meat  to  markets  in  the 
West  Indies  are  expected.    It  does  not  seem  likely  that  substantial  exports 
will  be  made  to  the  United  States  and  Hawaii,  but  larger  shipments  than  in 
1953-54  are  possible.    The  Soviet  Union  is  in  the  market  again  this  season 
for  the  lower  grades  of  mutton  and  for  fat  pork. 

Despite  the  high  level  of  meat  production  in  New  Zealand  in  recent 
years  there  has  been  a  considerable  decline  in  average  per  capita  con- 
sumption.   This  has  been  due  to  consumer  resistance  to  the  higher  prices 
and  to  a  considerable  degree  to  deversif ication  of  the  diets  of  the  people. 

New  Zealand:    Meat  Production  by  Types, 
1946-50  average,  annual  1951-54  1/ 


Item 

Average 
1946-50 

1951 

1952 

1953 

195^ 

Percentage 
Change 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

1953  -  1954 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Percent 

Beef  and  Veal 

4  09 

397 

^30 

408 

454 

/  11 

Lamb  and  Mutton 

708 

655 

780 

745 

738 

-  1 

Pork,  excluding 

lard 

84 

87 

87 

92 

92 

0 

Total 

1,201 

1,139 

1,297 

1,245 

1,284 

/    3  ' 

57    Yosts  ending  September  30;  carcass  weight  basis,  "~Data""for"  1948-50  may  .be  found 
in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  March  1,  1954.    Compiled  from  official  sources. 


December  20,  1954 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


638 


New  Zealand?    Exports  of  Meat  by  Types, 
1952-53  and  1953-5^  l/ 


*  t 
• 

Item            :      1952-53  s 

• 

1953-5^ 

Percentage  Change 
1952/53  -  1953/5^ 

:  Million 

;      Poijnds  \ 

• 

Beef..,..  , 153 

Million  : 
;       Pounds  : 

1Q7 
3^ 

:  156 
:  U25 
!  ^5 
1  30 

~  Percent 

:             +  29 
{             -  6 
+  18 

:             +  6 
i              -  2 
:                -  6 

:  887 

:            +  3 

1/  October-September;  Product  weight  basis.  Data  for  19^9-52  (calendar 
years)  may  be  found  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  5,  l-95^° 


Source:    New  Zealand  Department  of  Agriculture. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN 
WOOL  SALES 


Sales  of  wool  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  from  the  opening  of  the 
season  through  October  31,  195^  totaled  256,010  bales  as  compared  with 
2*4i-,3^7  bales  for  the  same  period  last  season,  according  to  M.  T.  Foster, 
Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy^.  Pretoria,    Wool  received  to  the 
end  of  October,  but  not  yet  offered  for  sale,  amounted  to  127,500  bales, 
an  increase  of  35,000  bales  over  the  same  period  a  year  agor    Stocks  of 
wool  in  all  positions  at  the  end  of  October  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : 


Stocks  of  Wool  held  in  Warehouses  at  South  African  Ports  - 
October  1952,  1953  and  195^ 


Unsold  Wool:  : 
East  London. . . . . , 0 . s 

Bales  300  pounds  va: 

22,129       :  30,061 
38,789      :       32,635  : 
28,605       i  26,695 
:         6,511      :  3,181 

riable 

:  U0,12lt- 

!  5^,575 
:  25,18^ 
2.62U 

:        90,03^             92,575  122,507 

Sold  Wool  Awaiting  Shipment: 

Cape  Town..,  20,050  :  2^,629  :  21,388 

Port  Elizabeth  s         56,15^  :  58,2^7  :  63,59^ 

East  London  ....:  9,895  :  11, 55^  :  11>2&5 

Durban  :         27,035  :  23,782  :  30,752 

 Total.....,...,:       113,13^  j  118,212  \  120^979 
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CANADIAN  DAIRY  PRODUCTION 
CONTINUES  TO  INCREASE 

The  number  of  milk  cows  on  Canadian  farms  in  195^  increased  by 
2.8  percent  and  milk  production  was  3  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier. 
The  production  of  butter  in  195^  is  estimated  to  be  3.8  percent  above 
last  year  and  19  percent  higher  than  the  prewar  level. 

The  increased  consumption  of  butter  in  195^  was  primarily  attributable 
to  increase  in  population.    However,  increase  in  per  capita  consumption  has 
also  been  a  contributing  factor <=    It  appears  that  stocks  of  butter  at 
the  end  of  195^  will  be  about  26  percent  greater  than  at  the  end  of  the 
previous  year. 

Both  production  and  domestic  disappearance  of  process  cheese  were 
higher  in  195*+  than  in  1953  ■    The  increase  in  domestic  disappearance 
was  in  line  with  the  increase  in  population,    With  the  exception  of 
condensed  whole  milk  production  which  is  estimated  to  be  75  percent  of 
last  year's  production  the  rest  of  the  concentrated  milk  products  were 
only  slightly  higher.    The  exports  of  dry  whole  milk  in  195*+  was  3£  per- 
cent higher  than  the  previous  year,  while  the  export  of  evaporated  ailk, 
condensed  whole  milk  and  dry  skim  milk  in  195^  was  ^5  percent,  39  percent 
and  50  percent  respectively  less  than  the  previous  year. 

Canada,  like  the  United  States,  is  confronted  with  problems  in  the 
production  and  marketing  of  dairy  products,  the  output  of  which  is  running 
ahead  of  its  fast  growing  population.    Canada's  relatively  high  priced  dairy 
products  find  it  difficult  to  compete  in  the  world  trade  and  efforts  are 
being  made  to  expand  markets.     In  recent  years,  Canada  has  become  an 
important  exporter,  especially  of  dried  whole  milk,  to  other  countries  in 
the  Western  Hemisphere. 

U.S.S.R.  ORDERS  MORE 
MEAT  FROM  FRANCE 

A  bilateral  trade  agreement  between  France  and  the  Soviet  Union 
was  concluded  on  November  10,  whereby  France  agrees  to  sell  the  U.S.S.R. 
33  million  pounds  of  meat  and  quantities  of  other  products  during  the 
peri'od'-July  15,  195^  to  December  31,  1955-    These  meat  sales  will  be  in 
addition  to  shipments  already  made  in  195*+,  mostly  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  amounting  to  around  33  million  pounds.     (See  Foreign  Crops  and" 
Markets,  August  16,  195!4  and  October  25,  195*0  ° 

Other  livestock  products  included  under  the  agreement,  for  export 
to  the  Soviet  Union,  include  500,000  meters  of  wool  textiles  and  sole 
leather  valued  at  115  million  francs.    Also  included  are  lead,  pro- 
cessed cork,  cork  raspings  and  waste,  citrus  fruit,,. essential  oils, 
paper,  and  cardboard. 

The  Soviet  Union  will  export  products  to  France  in  payment  for  the 
required  imports. 
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FRANCE  ALLOCATES  DOLLARS  TO 
IMPORT  U,  S,  CATTLE  HIDES 

The  Leather  Control  Authority  (Sous -Direction  des  Cuirs)  in  the 
French  Ministry  of  Industry  and  Commerce  has  informed  the  American  Embassy 
in  Paris  that  the  French  Government  will  approve  import  licenses  up  to 
a  ceiling  of  150  million  francs  for  the  period  ending  June  30,  1955  for 
imports  of  raw  cattle  hides  from  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  reported  that  the  consuming  industry  requested  this 
allocation  to  avoid  the  additional  costs  of  importing  hides  of  United 
States  origin  through  OEEC  countries.    If  the  demands  of  the  industries 
appear  to  be  within  the  allocation,  this  import  trade  is  expected  to  develop 
on  a  virtually  free  basis.    If  the  demand  exceeds  the  allocation,  the  assign- 
ment of  quotas  among  applicants  for  license  will  be  controlled  by  the 
Groupement  des  Cuirs  Bruts. 

CALCUTTA  EXPECTED  TO  REMOVE 
CATTLE  FROM  CITY  STREETS 

With  the  completion  of  the  Haringhata  milk  colony  which  is  equipped 
to  house  over  1,200  head  of  cattle,  the  Government" of  West  Bengal  is 
expected  to  promulgate  an  ordinance  which  will  eventually  remove  all  cattle 
from  the  city  of  Calcutta.    The  city  is  expected  to  be  cleared  by  areas 
and  North  Calcutta  will  probably  be  banned  to  cattle  in  early  January  with 
the  Government  offering  alternative  accomodations  for  the  cattle  at  the  milk 
colony. 

As  in  other  places  in  India,  cattle  add  greatly  to  unsanitary  con- 
ditions in  the  cities.  They  subsist  in  the  cities  on  garbage  and  waste 
and,  as  a  consequence,  the  quality  of  the  milk  is  very  poor  and  creates 
an  additional  dietary  problem.  The  Bombay  Milk  Scheme  has  successfully 
removed  cattle  from  the  city  limits  of  that  city  and  improved  the  quality 
and  quantity  of  the  milk  supply;  the  efforts  in  Calcutta  are  directed 
toward  the  same  end. 

The  Haringhata  milk  colony  will  provide  residential  quarters  for 
cattle  owners.    Fodder  will  be  sold  at  subsidized  rates  and  electricity 
and  water  will  be  made  available.  Milk  from  animals  quartered  at  the  colony 
must  be  sold  to  the  Government  and  will  be  pasteurized  and  sold  in  Calcutta 
with  preference  being  given  to  those  areas  from  which  cattle  have  been 
removed. 

About  $1.5  million  is  available  to  the  West  Bengal  Government  for  its 
milk  supply  program  and  it  expects  to  establish  8  more  colonies  at 
Haringhata  and  Kalyani;  it  also  plans  to  establish  a  farm  for  temporarily 
non-producing  cows  at  Panagarh  and  a  fodder  farm  at  Kalyani.  Eventually 
the  Government  hopes  to  establish  22  milk  colonies  with  a  total  capacity 
of  28,000  head  of  cattle. 
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INDIA  HOPES  TO  ESTABLISH 
POWDERED  MILK  PLANTS 

The  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Industry  of  the  Government  of  India 
has  recommended  that  22  dry  milk  plants  he  located  throughout  India 
during  the  next  five  years.    There  are  no  dry  milk  plants  in  the 
country  and  India  imports  about  25  million  pounds  of  nonfat  dry  milk 
solids  and  2.5  million  pounds  of  whole  milk  powder  annually.    Some  of  " 
the  nonfat  dry  milk  powder  imports  are  used  to  standardize  the  rela- 
tively high  butterfat  milk  of  water  buffaloes. 

While  there  may  be  certain  areas  in  the  country  where,  because 
of  transport  and  refrigeration  difficulties,  some  of  the  milk  pro- 
duction is  wasted,  it  does  not  seem  that  India's  dairy  economy  could 
support  sufficient  drying  operations  to  reduce  to  any  substantial 
extent  the  need  for  imports.    In  1953  India's  production  of  milk  was 
an  estimated  k2  billion  pounds,  third  largest  in  the  world.  This 
production  amounted  to  only  115  pounds  of  milk  per  person,  far  short 
of  the  requirements  of  a  population  which  looks  to  milk  for  a  large 
part  of  its  intake  of  animal  proteins. 

BOMBAY  HOPES  FOR  U.S.  BIDS  FOR  SUPPLYING  ' 
NONFAT  DRY  MILK  SOLIDS  FOR  MILK  PROGRAM 

The  Government  of  Bombay,  which  uses  a  considerable  amount  of 
nonfat  dry  milk  solids  in  standardizing  the  high  fat  buffalo  milk,  is 
looking  for  bids  from  United  States  exporters  when  the  bids  are  opened 
on  January  3,  1955.    It  is  expected  that  United  States  suppliers  could 
meet  competitive  bidding  from  other  countries  since  the  nonfat  dry  milk 
solids  are  available  to  them  from  CCC  supplies  at  export  prices. 

Details  of  the  terms  and  conditions  may  be  obtained  from  the 
American  Dry  Milk  Institute,  221  North  LaSalle  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
Generally,  the  conditions  require  bids  for  at  least  100  tons  to  the 
entire  requirement  of  1,200  tons  of  2,2*4-0  pounds.    The  powder  should 
be  of  the  best  spray  dried  variety  and  grade    top  grade.    The  powder 
must  be  packed  in  double-seamed  tins;  300  tons  of  the  requirement  must 
be  in  112  pound  tins,  350  tons  must  be  in  56  pound  tins,  300  tons  are 
to  be  delivered  in  28  pound  tins  and  the  remaining  250  tons  are  to  be 
packed  in  I**  pound  tins. 

Tenders  will  be  received  up  to  January  3,  1955  at  k  p.m. 

PHILIPPINE  COPRA  EXPORTS 
DROP  IN  NOVEMBER 

Philippine  copra  exports  during  November  195U  totaled  66,ho6  long/  ' 
tons,  a  decline  of  one-fifth  from  the  previous  month  but  12  percent 
above  the  volume  shipped  in  November  1953.    Total  shipments  during 
January-November  195^  amounted  to  701,872  tons  or  30  percent  more  than 
the  538,315  tons  exported  in  the  comparable  period  of  1953 . 
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The  breakdown  of  the  November  copra  exports  by  country  of  destination 
is  as  follows:    United  States— 23,397  tons  (Atlanti^»U,62^,  Pacific -17, 702, 
Gulf -1,071);  Canada— 500;  Belgium— 1,700;  peOBark--^0QQj  Germany—  5,000; 
Italy— 500;  the  Netherlands- -16 ,925;  Norway— 69;  Lebanon— 800 ;  Sweden— 5,500; 
Europe  (unspecified) —?, 000;  and  Colombia— 1,015  tons. 

November  exports  of  coconut  oil  amounted  to  6,0^2  tons  compared  with 
5,565  tons  in  October  and  8,335  tons  in  November  1953 .    The  January-November 
total  was  59 j 371  tons  against  53,7^  in  1953-    November  shipments  were  as 
follows:    United  States— 5,799  tons  (Atlantic-5,799) ;  and  Union  of  South 
Africa  (Durban)—  2*13  tons. 

On  a  copra  equivalent  basis,  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  January 
through  November  of  this  year  totaled  796,112  tons,  or  28  percent  more 
than  the  623,623  tons  exported  in  the  same  months  of  1953 . 

The  copra  export  price  in  mid-November  was  $165.00  per  short  ton, 
c.i.f.  Pacific.    Local  buying  prices  in  Manila  were  28.00  to  30. 50  pesos 
per  100  kilograms  ($1^2.25  to  $15^.95)  per  long  ton, 

MEDITERRANEAN  HAS  IN  OLIVE  OIL  PRODUCTION  DOWN  SHARPLY 

Mediterranean  Basin  olive  oil  production  from  195^-crop  olives  is 
forecast  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  at  763,000  short  tons  on  the 
oasis  of  preliminary  data  available.    This  volume  of  oil  would  be  only  60 
percent  of  the  very  large  outturn  of  1,256,100  tons  estimated  to  have  been 
produced  from  the  1953  olive  crop.    Moreover,  this  would  be  the  smallest 
quantity  of  oil  since  k  years  ago  when  production  from  the  1950  olive  crop 
was  an  estimated  628,000  tons.    These  production  estimates  represent  the 
total  oil  pressed  including  allowances  made  for  consumption  by  growers  in 
countries  reporting  only  commercial  production. 

-L  ?  Sfarp  declin®  the  3-953  level  of  production  had  been  expected 

with  1954  being  an    off"  year  in  the  two-year  cycle  normally  character- 
istic of  olive  production  in  the  major  producing  countries.    However,  with 
unfavorable  weather  in  some  countries,  especially  Spain,  production  pros- 
pects were  further  adversely  affected.    On  the  other  hand  in  some  countries 
where  normal  weather  conditions  prevailed  oil  production  is  expected  to  be 
above  1952.  the  previous  "off"  year. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  this  year's  crop  is  the  sharp  reduction 
foreseen  in  Spain.    The  damage  to  trees  resulting  from  the  killing  freeze 
of  last  February  and  the  heavy  snows  in  April  appears  to  have  been  more 
extensive  than  originally  estimated.    Moreover,  in  a  number  of  regions 
llTl/lf^  l°\TS  H* ±2US?  affected  *y  the  prolonged  drought  from  the 

?™£    P  £  !         °f  °Ct0ber*    AS  a  re6Ult'  ma*y  trees  ted  small, 

immature  olives  and  there  was  heavy  dropping  as  well  as  considerable 
shriveling  of  olives.    In  addition,  a  large  percentage  of  the  fruit  was 
severely  damaged  by  insects. 
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Opinions  vary  widely  regarding  the  volume  of  oil  that  can  be  expected 
from  this  season's  crop  in  Spain.    Nevertheless,  it  appears  certain  that 
with  output  tentatively  estimated  at  lU0,000  tons,  and  with  a  carry-over 
at  the  end  of  October  estimated  at  110,000  tons,  the  supply  will  fall  far 
short  of  the  normal  domestic  and  export  need.    In  this  connection,  the 
Spanish  Government  has  announced  that  it  is  taking  measures  to  import 
oils  to  assure  adequate  supplies. 

Italy's  olive  oil  production  is  forecast  at  220,000  tons.    This  tonnage 
would  be  less  than  60  percent  of  the  outturn  from  the  1953  crop  but  would 
be  10  percent  above  1952,  the  previous  year  of  low  production.    Weather  in 
most  areas  was  normal  this  season.    In  some  regions,  however,  an  excess  of 
humid,  hot  days  encouraged  the  spread  of  a  fungus  disease  which  causes  the 
loss  of  foliage  and  fruit.    The  long  range  trend  in  Italian  olive  oil  pro- 
duction is  upward.    According  to  one  trade  source,  production  of  kkO}000 
tons  of  oil  in  a  "high"  year  is  a  goal  which  may  be  reached  within  a  few 
years. 

OLIVE  OIL  l/:    Estimated  production  in  the  Mediterranean  Basin, 
averages  1935-39  and  19^5-^9,  annual  1951-1951*- 


(Short  tons) 


Country 

:  Ave] 
:  1935-39  ! 

rage 

;  1951  : 

j  1952 

:  1953 

195k  2/ 

EUROPE 

7,000- 

.  13,000 

7,000 

:  12,000 

132,5^0: 

155,200 

:  77,000 

:  17^,600 

•125,000 

189,800: 

390,000 

.  200,000 

:  380,000 

,220,000 

6j,h60' 

117,000, 

:  57,700- 

:  13^, hOO 

:  60,000 

365,200- 

666,900- 

:  308,600 

;  363,800 

:  1^,000 

k,100< 

3,200- 

3,000. 

^,000: 

9,000 

MIDDLE  EAST 

3/  2,500, 

:  200- 

:  2,000- 

:  1,500 

.     [ 12, 500 

:  1^,900 

:  5,500- 

5  5,500: 

:  3,800 

:  10,800 

11,000- 

8,000- 

:  11,000 

:  38,000 

:  i*-0,0C0: 

:  60,000- 

:  30,000 

:  60,000 

AFRICA 

:  17,600 

.  28,000 

:  29,000- 

:  28,000 

:  30,000 

:  11,800 

i  30,000, 

;  13,000- 

:  18,000, 

!  28,000 

:  ij-2,300 

:  50,000- 

:  38,600- 

:  90,000- 

:  65,000 

:  3,000 

U,0C0 

:  1,000- 

5,000 

:  907, 000  £L,  51^,  000- 

:  8l0,U00d^56,100- 

763,000 

1/  Total  oil  pressed  from  olives  grown  in  the  years  indicated;  excludes  oil 
extracted  from  residue.    2/  Preliminary.    3/  Average  of  less  than  5  years. 
hj  Territory  formerly  known  as  Palestine.     5/  Includes  estimates  for  the 
above  countries  for  which  data  are  not  available. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official 
statistics  of  foreign  governments,  reports  of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other 
United  States  representatives  abroad,  results  of  office  research,  and  other 
information. 
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Greece  expects  125,000  tons  of  olive  oil  from  the  195^  crop  of  olives, 
possibly  one  of  the  largest  outturns  on  record  for  an  "off"  year.    Oil  from 
the  1953  crop,  placed  at  17^,600  tons,  was  the  third  largest  of  record. 
And  in  Portugal,  if  the  forecast  of  60,000  tors  materializes,  output  vn.ll 
establish  a  new  record  for  an  "off"  year.    Over  twice  this  volume — an  all- 
time  high — was  produced  from  the  1953  crop  of  olives. 

Production  in  the  Middle  East  may  approximate  75,000  tons  with  Turkey 
accounting  for  possibly  60,000.    Very  little  information  is  available  as 
yet  concerning  other  countries. 

North  African  olive  oil  production  probably  will  be  about  10  percent 
less  than  last  season's  output.    Larger  olive  crops  are  anticipated  in 
Algeria  and  French  Morocco.    And  in  Tunisia  production  is  forecast  at 
65,000  tons.    This  reflects  a  decline  of  about  one -fourth  from  last  year 
but  appears  to  be  the  highest  level  of  output  in  a  year  of  low  production. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricul- 
tural production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee  on 
Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It  is  based  in  part  upon  reports 
of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  U.  S.  representatives  abroad. 


PANAMA  SUPPORTS  LOCAL 
VEGETABLE  OIL  INDUSTRY 

Panama's  Institute  for  Economic  Development  (IFE)  recently  acted  to 
purchase  the  total  production  of  coconuts  in  the  San  Bias  district,  accord- 
ing to  information  available  to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    At  the 
same  time,  the  Office  of  Price  Control  (OPC)  acted  to  establish  minimum 
prices  for  coconuts.    This  action  came  at  the  end  of  a  long  struggle  to 
incorporate  the  San  Bias  economy  into  that  of  the  rest  of  the  country,  and 
also  to  end  the  contraband  trade  which  tended  to  prevent  the  flow  of  the 
region's  chief  product,  coconuts,  into  the  nation "■  s  fats  and  oils  industry. 

On  September  23,  I95U,  Decree-law  No.  18  was  approved,  which,  among 
other  things,  provided  for  sharp  upward  revisions  in  the  import  duties  on 
vegetable  fats  and  oils.    The  domestic  industry  announced  that  it  would 
purchase  all  offerings  of  domestic  copra  at  $210  per  short  ton,  basis 
Panama  City.    The  OPC  also  cooperated  by  issuing  resolutions  under  date 
of  August  17,  195^,  prohibiting  further  imports  of  copra.    And  for  a  period 
of  60  days  prohibited  imports  of  vegetable  oils,  olive  excepted,  the  latter 
prohibition  being  extended  until  December  31,  I951*,  by  a  subsequent  resolu- 
tion.   Finally,  in  a  meeting  of  the  coconut  growers  in  September,  it  was 
declared  that  IFE's  proposal  to  purchase  the  region's  monthly  production 
of  some  2,000,000  coconuts  at  the  OPC  minimum  price  of  §k  per  100  coconuts 
was  acceptable. 

No  purchase  of  coconuts  in  San  Bias  were  made  by  IFE  as  of  late 
October,  but  it  was  felt  that  such  purchases  would  be  initiated  by  the 
end  of  the  current  year.    In  the  meantime,  San  Bias  producers  continued 
to  dispose  of  coconuts  to  Colombian  buyers,  but  for  cash  only  as  the 
authorities  were  endeavoring  to  end  the  contraband  activities. 
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The  Panamanian  import  duty  for  certain  fats  and  oils  was  fixed  at 
0.30  balboa  per  gross  kilogram  (13.6  cents  per  pound)  effective  December  15 
under  Decree  No.  188  of  October  lU.    This  rate  is  almost  midway  between  the 
minimum  and  maximum  limits  authorized  by  Decree -law  No,  18,    The  items 
affected  under  the  new  ruling  are  as  follows:    Animal  oils  for  cooking; 
margarine,  oleomargarine,  and  other  artificial  butters  of  animal,  vege- 
table or  mixed  origin;  hog  lard;  substitutes  for  hog  lard  and  other 
similar  products  of  animal  or  vegetable  origin;  peanut  oil;  corn  oil; 
cottonseed  oil;  soybean  oil;  oils  of  fruit  seeds,  unspecified;  coconut 
oil,  refined  or  unrefined;  rapeseed  oil;  crude  palm  oil  for  soap  making; 
and  industrial  vegetable  oils,  unspecified. 

NEW  GRADE  OF  LOW  ACID  PALM 
OIL  ESTABLISHED  IN  NIGERIA 

According  to  a  report  from  the  American  Consul  General  in  Lagos, 
a  new  grade  of  palm  oil  of  3|-  percent  or  less  FFA  will  be  established  in 
Nigeria  with  the  beginning  of  the  1955  marketing  year.    This  decision 
follows  an  investigation  in  which  it  was  found  that  there  is  a  large 
production  of  palm  oil  having  less  than       percent  free  fatty  acids.  The 
price  differential  in  favor  of  Special  grade  oil  which  has  been  main- 
tained by  the  Nigeria  Oil  Palm  Marketing  Board  has  resulted  in  use  of 
high  grade  oil  for  blending  with  lower  quality  oil  to  produce  maximum 
quantities  containing       percent  FFA. 

Further  considerations  are  reported  to  be  that  other  important 
exporters  of  palm  oil  are  producing  low  acid  oil  and  that  the  full  market 
value  of  the  best  quality  oil  produced  in  Nigeria  is  not  realized  when 
marketed  under  the  present  grade.    The  new  grade  will  be  designated  as 
^'Special  Grade  A"  and  the  present  Special  grade  will  be  continued  as 
"Special  Grade  B."    It  is  expected  that  the  price  to  be  paid  producers 
for  "Special  Grade  A"  palm  oil  will  be  announced  during  December  before 
the  opening  of  the  1951+-55  marketing  season. 

Palm  oil  purchases  of  216,537  short  tons  as  of  November  U,  compare 
with  total  purchases  in  the  1953-5^  year  of  251,119  tons.    Purchases  of 
Special  grade  oil  in  the  current  marketing  year  have  amounted  to  122,89^ 
tons  or  56.6  percent  of  the  total.    Percentage -wise,  Special  grade  oil 
purchased  in  the  195*j-  marketing  year  is  somewhat  greater  than  in  the 
previous  year  when  it  amounted  to  50.U  percent.    Exports  in  the  first  6 
months  of  I95U  were  132,^70  tons,  exceeding  the  103,569  tons  exported  in 
the  same  period  last  year  by  more  than  one-fourth.    Edible  grade  oil 
accounted  for  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  exports  in  the  first  6  months  of 
this  year. 

Palm  kernels  purchased  in  I95U  through  November  k,  amounted  to 
^53 , 179  short  tons  compared  with  hoGTk03  short  tons  purchased  during 
the  previous  marketing  year. 
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PEANUT  MARKETING  IN  FRENCH  WEST 
AFRICA  ESTIMATED  LOVJER  THAN  1953-5^ 

The  American  Consul  General,  Dakar,  has  reported  that  French  VJest 
African  peanut  marketing  in  195^  may  he  considerably  less  than  in  1953. 
French  officials  estimate  that  only  approximately  573,000  to  639,000 
short  tons,  in  the  shell,  may  be  marketed  in  the  195^-55  season  as  com- 
pared with  730,000  short  tons  last  year.    Most  of  the  decrease  is  ex- 
pected in  northern  and  northeastern  Senegal  where  the  distribution  and 
amount  of  rainfall  was  less  favorable  than  was  hoped.    It  is  reported 
the  new  crop  is  expected  to  be  of  lower  quality  than  last  year.  Free 
fatty  acid  content  may  be  higher,  and  the  oil  content  of  the  shelled 
nuts  may  be  less  than  the  usual  4-5  to  1*7  percent. 

The  quantities  of  peanuts  expected  to  be  marketed  in  other  French 
West  African  areas  compare  more  favorably  with  the  1953-5^  season  as 
shown  below: 


FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA:  PEANUTS  -  Comparison  of  quantities  marketed 
in  the  1953-5^  season  with  estimated  marketing  195^-55 
(Short  tons  in  the  shell) 


• 

Territory 

• 

1953-5^  preliminary 

.  195^-55  estimated 

Ivory  Coast  &  Upper  Volta 

550,000 
77,161 
77,161 
3,307 
7,716 
8,813 

:  UU0,920  -  ^73,989 

71,650 
:  78,263 
2,20^  -  3,307 

!    )  11,023 

Total  French  West  Africa: 

780,^28 

•  573,196  -  639,33^ 

French  West  African  exports  from  the  1953-5^  crop  were  reported  to 
be  as  follows  as  of  August  31,  1951+: 

-  Short  tons 

Peanuts,  in  the  shell  33,995 

shelled  220,976 

Peanut  oil,  crude  5^,190 

refined  1,583 

Peanut  crushers  in  Senegal  are  expected  to  produce  about  119,000 
short  tons  of  peanut  oil  during  195^.    Supplies  of  peanuts  for  crushing 
were  limited  to  37^,732  short  tons,  in  the  shell,  from  the  1953-5^  mar- 
keting season.    Discussions  looking  to  a  satisfactory  division  of  the 
supplies  of  peanuts  between  crushers  in  France  and  those  in  Senegal,  are 
said  to  be  under  way.    French  Government  representatives  have  recently 
indicated  the  metropolitan  area  would  take  the  total  available  export, 
and  that  prices  for  the  195^-55  marketing  season  will  be  the  same  as 
last  year. 
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INDONESIA  PRODUCES  RECORD 
FLUE -CURED  CROP 

The  latest  estimate  on  production  of  Virginia-type  tobacco  in  Indonesia 
indicates  a  record  production  of  17.6  million  pounds  from  30.9  thousand  acres. 
Production  of  Virginia-type  has  been  encouraged  by  the  Government  of  Indonesia 
to  reduce  foreign  exchange  requirements  for  the  import  of  flue -cured  tobacco. 

Lack  of  reliable  production  statistics  has  made  it  difficult  to 
appraise  the  situation  but  production  apparently  has  risen  from  the  I9U7-51 
average  of  350  thousand  pounds  to  9.9  million  pounds  in  1953  with  this  year's 
crop  predicted  at  the  record  17.6  million  pounds. 

There  is  still  some  question  as  to  whether  or  not  this  crop  and  the 
..-stimated  25  percent  increase  for  1955  means  that  Indonesia  will  soon  produce 
all  the  flue -cured  tobacco  it  needs.    A  question  that  concerns  many  manu- 
facturers is  whether  enough  tobacco  of  rthe  proper  grades  can  be  produced. 
Many  believe  that  a  large  enough  crop  can  be  produced  but  also  feel  that  some 
flue -cured  must  be  imported  to  maintain  the  present  quality  of  their  blends 
as  Indonesia's  soil  and  climate  are  not  believed  suitable  for  a  large  crop  of 
the  better  grades.    The  United  States  supplies  most  of  the  leaf  Indonesia 
imports.    During  the  first  half  of  195^,  6.2  million  pounds  or  about  93  per- 
cent of  total  leaf  imports  were  from  the  United  States. 

Due  to  a  critical  balance -of -payments  position,  the  Indonesian  Government 
plans  to  limit  imports  of  tobacco  in  the  195^-55  fiscal  year  l/  to  about  one- 
half  of  normal  usings.    In  the  following  year  1955-56  a  further  reduction  is 
planned  that  will  limit  imports  to  one -fourth  of  normal  usings  of  imported 
tobacco.    If  this  program  is  carried  through  as  planned,  it  will  probably 
drastically  restrict  the  production  of  cigarette  brands  using  a  large  percent- 
age of  flue -cured  tobacco. 


U.  S.  Exports  of  Unmanufactured  Tobacco  to  Indonesia  by  Type: 

Quantity  and  Value 


Type 

1  1951 

1952  I 

1953  ! 

I  Jan-Aug  195*4-  1/ 

Quantity, 

J  Value  , 

',  Quantity, 

Value  , 

!  Quantity, 

',  Value  , 

',  Quantity 

Value 

Flue -Cured: 
Burley  ; 
Ky.-Tenn.  ; 
Total  ! 

:  1,000 
:  pounds  • 

:  1,000 
! dollars 

1,000  ! 
:  pounds 

!  1,000  ■ 
dollars : 

1,000  ! 
pounds  • 

:  1,000 
dollars  • 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

1,000 
: dollars 

11,720  • 

:       205  : 
2^3  " 

:  7,^9  : 
70  : 
:  163 

:  13,203  i 

87  : 

'  3,57^  ! 

:        2  : 

35  : 

-  12,if75  : 

520  : 

!  8,316  : 

338  ! 

:    7,662  - 
kko  • 

:  5,171 

289 

12,166  : 

:  7,682  f2/L3,581  £/3,796  : 

12,995  ! 

8,65^  : 

;    8,102  - 

5,^60 

l/  Preliminary.  2/  Contains  287  thousand  pounds  of  Green  River  valued  at 
$185,000. 

'(Continued  on  opposite  page) 
1/  September  1,  195^  to  August  31,  1955. 
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AUSTRIA'S  195^-55  TOBACCO 
IMPORT  PROGRAM 

The  Austrian  Tobacco  Monopoly  is  planning  to  purchase  about  22.0  million 
pounds  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  at  prices  equivalent  to  U.S.  $12,500,000 
during  the  195^-55  (July  1,  1951*  -  June  30,  1955)  fiscal  year.    Present  plans 
call  for  tobacco  purchases  to  the  amount  of  $3,500,000  from  the  United  States, 
$6,600,000  from  Greece  and  Turkey,  $300,000  from  Brazil  and  $2,100,000  from 
other  countries. 

A  general  decrease  in  the  sales  of  manufactured  tobacco  products  has 
been  under  "way  since  the  Monopoly  increased  prices  January  1,  195^.  Esti- 
mates of  leaf  usage,  based  on  sales,  for  the  1953-5**  fiscal  year  are  down 
to  19.0  million  pounds,  a  drop  of  about  .9  million  pounds  from  the  preceding 
year.    Utilization  of  leaf  tobacco  will  probably  drop  further  during  195^-55. 
The  Monopoly  seems  to  be  taking  advantage  of  lowered  consumption  to  increase 
stocks.    Planned  imports  of  22.0  million  pounds  less  1.1  million  pounds 
shipped  to  the  monopoly  plant  at  Munich  will  be  about  2.2  million  above 
estimated  Austrian  requirements.    In  addition  1.3  million  pounds  is  expected 
from  the  1954  domestic  crop. 

Calculated  stocks  of  leaf  tobacco  increased  from  approximately  24.9 
million  pounds  on  July  1,  1953  to  26.2  million  pounds  June  30,  1954.  The 
planned  surplus  this  year  will  raise  stocks  to  about  29.8  million  pounds  by 
June  30,  1955. 


U.  S.  Exports  of  Unmanufactured  Tobacco  to  Austria  by  Types: 

Quantity  and  Value 


Type 

1951  i 

1952  ; 

1953 

:  J  anuar  y  -Augu  s  t 
:  1954 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  :1, 

000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

.pounds: 

dollars: 

pounds . 

.dollars: 

pounds : dollars : 

pounds . 

dollars 

Flue -Cured  ; 

;2,097  ! 

i  1,085 

3,380 

:  1,5^6: 

»  • 

2,055^ 

1,058. 

1,106- 

1  636 

Burley  ; 

1,136 

:  1*18 

:  1,204 

:  448 

850 : 

377 

:  365 

i  215 

Va.  Fire -Cured  : 

420 

:  302 

:  4l6 

l  315 

:  215: 

163 

:  64 

:  52 

Kentucky -Term.  : 

-  50 

:  30 

;  20 

i  15 

;  28 

1  23 

Maryland 

>  25 

:  20 

Cigar  Wrapper 

:  119 

:  182 

;  "361 

82 

!  9 

1  16 

Cigar  Binder 

:  226 

:  214 

!  157 

:  180 

:  142: 

176 

;  51 

:  62 

Total 

*.073 

!  2,251 

:  5,177 

:  2,504 

:  3,298: 

1,856 

:  1,623 

:  1,004 

INDONESIA — ( Continued  from  opposite  page) 

In  addition  to  being  an  important  market  for  United  States  leaf, 
Indonesia  sells  tobacco  on  the  world  market,    Following  is  an  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  the  main  types  of  Indonesian  tobacco  that  will  enter  foreign  trade 
in  1955: 
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-Ty^e 
Deli 


U.  S.  and  the  Netherlands 
Germany 
The  Netherlands 
The  Netherlands 


Usual  Destination 


Thousand  Pounds 


6,61k 
2,205 
7,716 


Vooroogst 
Naoogst 

Voor stanlanden 
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BOLIVIAN  -YUGOSLAV 
TRADE  AGREEMENT 

The  American  Embassy  at  La  Paz  reports  that  Bolivia  and  Yugoslavia 
signed  a  trade  agreement  October  8,  195^ •    It  provides  for  the  exchange  of 
about  U.S.  $500,000  in  commodities  and  "favored  nation"  treatment.  The 
agreement  is  to  extend  one  year  from  the  date  of  signing  and  will  be  auto- 
matically renewed  if  neither  nation  objects.    Tobacco  was  listed  as  one  of 
the  agricultural  products,  which  Yugoslavia  will  ship  to  Bolivia. 

GREEK  GOVERNMENT  ASKS  BIDS 
FOR  EVAPORATED  MILK 

The  Greek  Government's  Ministry  of  Commerce  State  Purchase  Directo- 
rate, acting  for  the  account  of  the  Greek  Armed  Forces,  is  inviting  bids 
for  88l  metric  tons  of  evaporated  milk.    Bids  must  be  received  in  Athens  by 
January  17,  1955* 

Complete  details  of  the  transaction  may  be  obtained  through  the 
Evaporated  Milk  Association,  228  North  LaSalle  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

The  minimum  permissible  fat  content  is  7*9  percent  with  a  tolerance 
of  1  percent.    Bids  must  be  for  the  entire  quantity  of  88l  metric  tons, 
packed  ~Tn "  iU|rTiBt^unce  cans,  U8  cans  to  a  carton.    The  milk  can  not  have 
been  processed  more  than  3  months  previous  to  date  of  shipment  which  can 
be  up  to  February  20,  1955.    Full  documentation  required  by  the  Foreign 
Operations  Administration  must  be  complied  with. 

DECLINE  OF  COTTON 
STOCKS  IN  CHILE 

Higher  consumption  and  reduced  imports  of  cotton  into  Chile  during 
the  year  August- July  1953-5^  have  reduced  cotton  stocks  to  unusually  low 
levels,  according  to  a  report  from  A,  Schoen  and  R.  Guzman,  American   •  - 
Embassy,  Santiago,    Low  stocks  have  prevented  mills  from  operating  at 
maximum  desired  levels  in  recent  months.    Stocks  at  mills  on  July  31*  195^ > 
were  estimated  at  11,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  about  ho  percent  below 
stocks  of  18,000  bales  at  mills  a  year  earlier.    Stocks  at  port • awaiting 
foreign  exchange  cover  and  customs  clearance  were  also  very 'low,  "amounting 
to  Q,kQ0  bales  on  July  31,  195^,  about  hO  percent  below  stocks  of  lif,000 
bales  held  July  31,  1953- 
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Chile's  cotton  imports  during  1953-54 -amounted  to  101,000  bales  as 
compared  with  imports  of  113,000  bales  in  1952-53 *    Shortage  of  available 
foreign  exchange  was  reported  the  principal  cause  for  reduced  imports. 
The  United  States  share  of  Chile's  cotton' import  trade  increased  from 
23,000  bales  or  20  percent  of  the  total  in  1952-53  to  40,000  bales  or  40 
percent  of  the  total  in  1953-5*+.    The  unusually  heavy  imports  from  Peru 
in  1952-53  were  attributed  to  low  prices  of  Peruvian  cotton  as  compared 
with  other  growths. 


CHILE:    Imports  of  cotton  from  major  countries 
of  origin;  annual  1948-53 

(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Year  beginning  August  1 


uouni-ry  01  origin 

;  i9ks  ; 

1949  ; 

1950  ; 

1951  I 

1952  j 

1953 

:  1,000 

•  1,000  - 

-  1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000 

:  bales 

:  bales 

bales  : 

bales 

:  bales 

bales 

•  ^ 

15.0 

:  2.3 

:  6.2 

:  12.8- 

:  10.0 

:  1.4 

15.4  - 

:  .3 

:      6.4  : 

;  20.6 

0 

:  4.2 

0 

:      0    1 ' 

;  0 

18.4 

:  16.0 

:  22.2 

:  1/70.0 

:1/  28.2 

:  43.2 

31.9 

:  30.7 

: 1/22.7 

:1/  40.0 

'  1.5 

:  1.1 

:  0 

:  1,1 

:  2.3 

:  79.5 

:  71.4 

:  59.4 

:  113.0 

:  101.1 

Compiled  from  reports  of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  U.  S.  representa- 
tives abroad. 


Cotton  consumption  in  Chile  was  estimated  at  108,000  bales  in  1953-54 
or  slightly  above  consumption  of  104,000  bales  in  1952-53.    These  figures 
represent  the  leveling  off  of  the  sharp  upward  trend  of  recent  years  from 
75,000  bales  in  1951-52  and  63,000  in  1950-51. 

Only  nominal  amounts  of  cotton  are  produced  in  Chile .  Experimental 
plantings  in  the  northern  part  of  the  country  produced  only  about  200  bales 
ia: 1953-54.    Cotton  from  Peruvian-type  seed  was  more  successful  than  from 
Brazilian,  Egyptian,  or  United  States  types. 

The  Chilean  National  Foreign  Trade  Council  (C0NDEC0R)  in  its  Foreign 
Exchange  Budget  for  the  calendar  year  1954  allotted  $24  million  for  the 
purchase  of  cotton;  Of  this  amount  $9. 9  million  was  budgeted  for  imports 
from  the  dollar  area,  the  major  part  of  which  is  expected  to  be  of  United 
States  growth.  For  other  areas  the  equivalents  of  US$6  million  have  been 
licensed  for  Egyptian  cotton.  $4  million  for  Brazilian  cotton, ._and  $2 
million  for  Peruvian  cotton. 
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INDIA'S  1954-55  COTTON  CROP 
OUTLOOK  CONTINUES  FAVORABLE 

India's  195^  cotton  crop  is  continuing  to  make  good  progress  and  trade 
forecasts  of  production  remain  optimistic,  according  to  a  current  report 
from  V.  Krishnamurthy,  American  Consulate  General,  Bombay.    The  month  of 
October,  which  is  generally  regarded  in  India  as  a  crucial  month  for  cotton, 
passed  this  year  without  any  serious  adverse  development.    One  prominent 
trade  source  now  estimates  that  production  will  reach  kf 025, 000  bales  (of 
500  pounds  gross).    The  Indian  Cotton  Advisory  Board  which  met  on  November 
15  to  review  the  current  cotton  supply  situation  is  believed  to  have  placed 
the  crop  at  around  3,975,000  equivalent  bales  of  500  pounds. 

The  repeated  favorable  cotton  crop  reports  have  exerted  pressure  on  the 
local  market  and  mill  buying  recently  has  been  concentrated  mostly  on  Indian 
varieties,    Trade  sources  report  that  current  demand  for  United  States 
cotton  is  slack,  due  to  the  availability  of  new-crop  East  African  cotton  at 
a  slight  discount  (c.i.f.  Bombay  basis)  below  United  States  cotton  of 
comparable  quality. 

In  October  the  Government  established  an  initial  export  quota  of  100,000 
Indian  bales  (about  82,000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  of  short-staple  cotton 
from  the  current  season's  crop.    The  total  allocation  was  as  follows:  (l) 
50,000  bales  (U0,800  bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  of  Bengals,  (2)  25,000  bales 
(20,J+00  bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  of  Mathias,  Kalagins,  and  Dholleras,  and 
(3)  25,000  bales  (20,^00  bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  of  C.P.I,  CP. II,  Central 
India  desi  and  Oomra  desi  not  exceeding  ll/l6-inch  staple.    Since  the  announce- 
ment of  the  initial  quota,  two  additional  allocations  of  25,000  bales 
(Indian  bales  l/)  each  of  Bengals  were  announced  on  November  12  and  December  1, 
respectively,  bringing  total  export  allocations  of  current-crop  Bengals  to 
100,000  Indian  bales.    This  brings  the  total  Indian  export  quota  of  all  v 
varieties  to  150,000  Indian  bales. 

With  the  increase  in  supplies  made  available  for  essport,  certain 
adjustments  in  export  taxes  were  made  effective  in  November.    The  tax  on 
Bengals  was  raised  from  125  rupees  to  150  rupees  per  bale  (6.68  to  8.02  U.  S. 
cents  a  pound),  while  the  tax  on  other  types  licensed  for  export  was  re- 
duced from  200  rupees  to  150  rupees  per  bale  (from  10. 70  to  8.02  U.  S.  cents  I 
a  pound) .    Foreign  demand  for  Bengals  has  been  keen,  whereas  demand  for  other  I 
varieties  has  been  negligible*    It  is  expected  that  the  tax  reduction  on  short 
staples,  other  than  Bengals,  will  broaden  demand  for  these  varieties  and 
that  the  tax  increase  on  Bengals  will  probably  be  reflected  mainly  in  a  lower 
profit  margin  for  exporters. 


Mill  stocks  of  cotton  as  of  September  1,  195^,  totaled  989,000  bales 
(of  500  pounds  gross  weight).    Based  on  last  season's  rate  of  consumption, 
this  is  equivalent  to  about  3  months'  mill  requirements.    Mill  consumption 
during  August  I95U  totaled  320,000  bales  as  compared  with  309,000  for  August 
1953.    Cotton-mill  activity  has  been  maintained  at  a  high  level  throughout 
the  third  quarter,  195k.    A  projection  of  this  production  trend  indicates 
that  a  new  record  for  mill  consumption  of  cotton,  possibly  h.l  million  bales, 
may  be  attained  this  year. 


1/  An  Indian  bale  equales  392  pounds  net. 


December  20,  195^4  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


702 


AUSTRIA'S  195^-55  IMPORTS  OF  OILS 
AND  LARD  EXPECTED  TO  REMAIN  HIGH 

Austria's  195^-55  import  requirements  for  edible  vegetable  and  marine 
oils,  including  oilseeds  in  terms  of  oil,  are  estimated  by  the  government 
at  approximately  J+0,000  short  tons,  reports  Agricultural  Attache  Einar 
Jensen,  American  Embassy,  Vienna.    In  addition  to  this,  it  is  expected  that 
Austria  vill  import  more  than  22,000  tons  of  lard. 

The  195^  acreage  of  oil  crops  is  down  from  1953.  principally  because 
producers  were  not  satisfied  with  the  prices  fixed  for  the  1953  rapeseed 
crop.    Only  about  3,300  short  tons  of  edible  oil  are  expected  to  be  derived 
from  home  production  in  195^-55.    Since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  Austria 
has  never  been  an  important  producer  of  edible  oils. 

Of  the  almost  ^0,000  short  tons  of  edible  oil  (including  oilseeds  in 
terms  of  oil),  about  5,500  short  tons  of  cottonseed  oil  are  expected  to 
be  obtained  from  the  United  States.    European  Payments  Union  countries  are 
expected  to  supply  more  than  33,000  short  tons  and  the  remaining  quantity 
will  most  likely  come  from  eastern  European  countries. 

Domestic  requirements  of  lard  in  Austria  in  195^-55  are  expected  to 
be  about  77,000  short  tons.    On  the  basis  of  current  and  anticipated  trends 
in  Austrian  hog  slaughter,  domestic  production  of  rendered  lard  will  total 
about  55,000  short  tons.    Thus,  it  will  be  necessary  to  import  an  addi- 
tional 22,000  short  tons,  or  about  the  same  as  in  preceding  years.  The 
preliminary  import  program  for  Austria  foresees  imports  of  about  h  ,kQO 
short  tons  from  the  United  States,  16,500  tons  from  the  EPU  countries 
and  about  1,100  tons  from  eastern  European  countries „    A  substantial 
portion  of  the  EPU  lard  probably  will  be  of  United  States  origin.  Im- 
ports will  be  made  via  EPU  countries  with  a  view  of  reducing  the  balance 
which  has  accrued  in  favor  of  Austria  within  the  European  Payments  Union. 

DENMARK'S  VEGETABLE  OILS  SUPPLY 
DOWN  SLIGHTLY  IN  1953-5^ 

The  total  supply  of  refined  vegetable  fats  and  oils  in  Denmark  during 
1953-51*  (August-July)  was  91,900  short  tons,  or  slightly  lower  than  during 
the  preceding  year,  reports  Sherwood  0.  Berg,  Assistant  Agricultural  Attache, 
American  Embassy,  Copenhagen,    Imports  of  vegetable  fats  and  oils,  however, 
increased,  whereas  domestically  processed  vegetable  fats  and  oils,  mainly 
based  on  imported  oilseeds,  declined  somewhat.    Roughly,  15  percent  of 
domestic  outturn  was  based  on  indigenously  grown  oilseeds,  primarily  rapeseed. 

In  195^,  the  output  of  domestic  oilseeds  for  crushing  was  lower  than 
the  preceding  crop  of  3^,550  tons  (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  May  2k, 
195^,  page  U97.)  because  of  a  drop  in  area  and  a  lower  yield.  Imports, 
therefore,  of  oilseeds  for  crushing  and/or  vegetable  fats  and  oils  may  in- 
crease in  195^-55.    Most  of  the  vegetable  fats  and  oils  are  used  in  margarine 
production. 
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The  output  of  margarine  in  1953-54  totaled  about  88^000  tons,  slightly 
more  than  in  1952-53*    No  margarine  "was  imported  during  the  year  and  exports 
were  insignificant.    Margarine  output  may  increase  some  in  1954 -55 • 

Production  of  hog  lard  during  the  period  was  estimated  at  about  25,000 
tons,  of  vhich  14,109  tons  was  exported.    Production  of  lard  in  195^-55  is 
not  expected  to  increase  significantly  from  the  1953-5**  figure. 

Consumption  of  all  3  principal  food  fats  in  1953-5** }  namely  "butter, 
margarine,  and  lard,  vas  up,  with  the  largest  percentage  increase  in  lard. 
Quantities  consumed,  with  comparable  1952-53  data  in  parentheses,  were  re- 
ported as  follows;    butter --4  3  ^00  tons  (38,700);  margarine- -88,200  (85,600) ; 
and  lard- -10, 700  tons  (6,300  tons) . 

FRENCH  MOROCCO  EXPECTS  CONSIDERABLE  INCREASE 
IN  OLIVE  OIL  PRODUCTION  IN  195** -55 

It  is  estimated  that  production  of  olive  oil  in  French  Morocco  in  195** -55 
will  he  about  28,000  short  tons,  according  to  the  American  Consulate  General 
in  Rabat.    This  is  over  50  percent  more  than  the  18,000  tons  produced  in 
1953-5**. 

According  to  official  figures,  the  number  of  olive  trees  has  been  in- 
creasing steadily  in  Morocco  since  the  19^9-5°  crop  year.    At  that  time 
there  were  10. 3  million  trees;  four  years  later  the  number  had  increased 
to  almost  12  million  trees — a  l6  percent  increase.    Morocco's  production 
of  olives  and  olive  oil  remains  rather  small,  mainly  because  of  the  very- 
low  yield  of  olives  per  tree.    In  recent  years  the  yield  per  tree  has  been 
only  about  19  pounds,  whereas  in  Tunisia  it  has  been  almost  **5  pounds  per 
tree.    Soma  efforts  have  been  made  to  improve  olive  production  by  use  of 
such  modern  practices  as  grafting  and  clipping  trees.    However,  most 
Moroccans  keep  to  their  traditional  techniques  of  culture  and  gathering 
which  result  in  low  yields. 

In  the  commercial  field  many  middlemen,  between  producers  and  the  pro- 
cessing industry,  purchase  fresh  olives  in  the  country  markets  and  transport 
them  throughout  Morocco.    This  results  in  higher  cost  prices  and  tends  to 
lower  quality.    Artisanal  oil  mills  use  primitive  equipment  which  is  not  too 
efficient  in  extracting  oil,    There  are  ample  mechanical  oil  mills  but  most 
cannot  afford  to  purchase  modern  equipment. 

Morocco  may  have  less  olive  oil  to  export  during  195**  -55 >  because  of 
its  political  boycott  of  peanut  oil  and  French-refined  olive  oil;  this  will 
most  likely  result  in  an  increased  Moroccan  consumption  of  domestically 
produced  olive  oil  in  195** -55. 

In  1953  Morocco  imported  about  3,900  short  tons  of  raw  peanut  oil  to 
be  refined  by  local  industry.    In  addition  to  this,  about  2,U00  tons  of 
shelled  peanuts  were  imported  from  French  West  Africa,  yielding  about  55° 
tons  of  edible  oil.    The  estimated  imports  of  edible  peanut  oil  in  195** 
are  about  the  same — 4,400  short  tons. 
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Other  edible  vegetable  oils  which  were  imported  into  Morocco  in  1953 
were  soybean  oil,  2,750  short  tons;  sunflower  oil,  about  3>600  tons? 
cottonseed  oil,  about  3>640  tons;  and  sesame  oil,  about  2,04-0  tons  — 
or  a  total  of  slightly  more  than  12,000  short  tons.    It  is  estimated  that 
the  195^  imports  of  these  other  edible  oils  will  be  approximately  9,4-00 
short  tons. 

The  only  edible  fat  consumed  in  Morocco  (exclusively  by  the  European 
population)  is  margarine  3    The  actual  production  of  margarine  by  the  two 
factories  in  the  Protectorate  does  not  exceed  1,100  tons,  although  their 
capacity  is  about  3,300  tons.    In  1953,  about  200  tons  of  margarine  were 
imported. 

—  —  —  ~->  —     —  —  —  —  —  — 


GRAIN  TRADE  NOTES 

Singapore  Ends  Rice  Rationing:    Rice  rationing  was  officially  ended  in 
Singapore  on  November  13  after  a  period  of  more  than  12  years.  Rationing 
was  originally  instituted  in  the  Colony  shortly  after  the  attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor.    The  ration,  however,  has  not  been  the  primary  source  of  supply  v 
in  Singapore  since  1950  when  free  market  rice  became  available.  Rice 
rationing  is  continuing  in  the  Federation  of  Malaya,  mainly  as  a  measure 
of  economic  warfare  against  the  Communist  terrorists,, 

Ceylon  Continues  Guaranteed  Producer  Prices  for  Grain;    Guaranteed  prices 
for  Ceylonese  producers  of  rice,  maize,  and  Kurakkan  or  millet  have  been 
continued  for  another  year.    The  price  for  paddy  remains  at  Rs.  12.00  per 
bushel  ($2.50  per  bushel).    For  maize,  the  guaranteed  price  is  Rs.  1 4-.  50 
per  cwt.  ($1.51  per  bushel)  for  grade  1,  and  Rs.  10. 50  per  cwt0  ($1*10 
per  bushel)  for  grade  2a    For  kurakkan  the  guaranteed  price  is  Rs.  15.00 
per  cwt.  ($1*37  per  bushel)  for  grade  1,  and  Rs.  11. 50  per  cwt.  ($1.05  per 
bushel)  for  grade  2. 

Switzerland  Maintains  Fixed  Producer  Prices  for  Grain;    Fixed  producer 
prices  for  grain,  unchanged  since  1953,  continue  in  effect  during  195^-55. 
Such  prices,  fixed  by  the  Swiss  Federal  Council,  are  based  on  delivery  by 
the  farmer  to  designated  collection  centers  usually  located  on  railroad 
lines,    In  francs  per  quintal,  the  fixed  prices  are  as  follows:  wheat, 
type  I,  6^.50  ($4-.10  per  bushel);  wheat,  type  II,  66,00  ($4^19  per  bushel); 
wheat,  type  III,  67. 00  ($4-„26  per  bushel);  rye,  56. 00  ($3.32  per  bushel);  v. 
meslin,  60.25  ($6.38  per  cwt.);  and  spelt,  60.00  C$2.51*-  per  bushel),  The 
above  producer  price  of  wheat  compares  with  recent  prices  of  4-0  francs 
per  quintal  ($2*54-  per  bushel)  for  United  States,  Canadian,  Argentine, 
and  Russian  wheat  f.o.b.  Swiss  border  duty  paid.    The  duty  amounts  to 
3.25  francs  per  quintal  (20.6  cents  per  bushel). 

Argentina  Makes  First  Sale  of  New  Crop  Wheat;    According  to  trade  reports 
the  first  sale  of  Argentine  wheat  from  the  195^  crop  was  made  the  end  of 
November.    The  sale,  made  by  IAPI  to  Germany,  consisted  of  100,000  metric 
tons  for  January  delivery,  at  32.50  pesos  per  quintal  ($1.77  per  bushel), 
f.o.b.  Argentine  ports. 


705 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  69,  Wo,  25 


Syria  Bans  Exports  of  Wheat  and  Flour:    The  Syrian  government  banned  all 
exports  of  wheat  and  flour  effective  November  18.    The  action  was  attri- 
buted to  high  local  market  prices  for  wheat  because  of  a  strong  export 
demand  and  fear  that  large  exports  would  cause  a  wheat  shortage.    The  ex- 
port availability  from  the  195^-55  crop  is  currently  estimated  at  200,000 
tons  of  which  1.60,000  tons  are  reported  as  having  already  been  exported. 
The  ban  on  exports  has  caused  considerable  concern  not  only  to  exporters 
in  Syria  but  also  to  importers  in  Lebanon.    The  latter  country  depends 
upon  Syria  for  a  substantial  part  of  its  wheat  and  flour  requirements. 
The  Syrian  export  ban  may  force  Lebanon  to  turn  to  other  areas  for  supply 
of  a  substantial  part  of  its  195^-55  import  requirements  of  wheat  and 
flour  imports. 

Australian  Wheat  Stabilization  Bill  Soon  to  Become  Law;    The  Australian 
Wheat  Stabilization  Bill,  recently  approved  by  the  Federal  Congress  with- 
out amendment,  will  be  proclaimed  as  soon  as  the  individual  states  have 
passed  complementary  legislation  or  satisfied  the  Minister  of  Commerce 
and  Agriculture  that  they  intend  to  do  so.    Earlier,  the  Bill  was  approved 
fey  a  referendum  of  wheat  growers  by  a  vote  of  1+6,85^  to  2,93^»    Main  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  applicable  during  the  5  crop  years  1953-5^  through 
1957-58 y  are  a  guarantee  of  lUs.  ($1.57)  per  bushel  for  wheat  sold  on  the 
domestic  market  unless  the  IWA  price  falls  below  that  level,  and  a  guarantee 
of  cost  of  production  on  exports  of  up  to  100  million  bushels  in  any  one 
crop  year.    (For  details  of  the  Bill  see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  October 
195*0. 

Austrian  195^-55  Grain  Import  Requirements:    Austrian  grain  imports  of 
both  breadgrains  and  coarse  grains  in  195^-55  are  expected  to  show  a  sharp 
increase  compared  with  last  year.    Reasons  for  the  anticipated  increase 
are  the  reduced  harvests  in  195*+  and  the  abnormally  low  imports  in  1953- 5*+ 
when  stock  levels  were  being  reduced.    Breadgrain  import  requirements  are 
currently  set  at  37*+, 000  metric  tons,  of  which  about  70  percent  is  wheat 
and  30  percent  is  rye.    In  1953-5*+,  breadgrain  imports  totaled  163,000 
metric  tons. 

Less  than  half  of  the  195^-55  import  requirements  are  expected  to  come 
from  the  dollar  area,  namely  the  United  States  and  Canada.    The  bulk  of 
the  breadgrain  imports  are  expected  to  be  made  from  such  nondollar  areas  as 
Argentina France,  Rumania,  Hungary,  Bulgaria,  the  U.S.S«R,,  and 
Czechoslovakia.    The  195^-55  import  requirements  for  coarse  grains  are 
placed  at  ^00,000  metric  tons  compared  with  actual  imports  of  233,000  metric 
tons  in  1953-5*+*    Sources  of  coarse  grain  imports  for  195*+~55  are  planned 
as  follows:    United  States,  100,000  tons;  Latin  America,  80,000  tons; 
Eastern  Europe,  100,00©  tons;  and  EFU  countries ,  120,000  tons  (includes  a 
high  percentage  of  United  States  corn). 

Brazil's  Corn  Export  Availability:    Brazil's  195*+  com  crop  is  expected  to 
provide  a  surplus  for  exports  of  as  much  as  150,000  metric  tons.  Trade 
sources  in  November  reported  that  30,000  tons  had  already  been  contracted 
for  export  with  further  contracts  dependent  on  price  considerations. 
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Sweden's  1954-55  Grain  Export  Availability  Reduced:    Grain  exports  by 
Sweden  are  expected  to  be  considerably  smaller  in  1954-55  than  a  year 
earlier.    The  exportable  surplus  of  breadgrain  is  now  estimated  at  only 
350,000  metric  tons  compared  with  exports  of  over  485,000  metric  tons  in 
1953-51*-.    The  1954-55  exportable  surplus  of  wheat  is  placed  at  200,000 
tons  and  of  rye  at  150,000  tons. 

No  significant  quantities  of  coarse  grains  are  expected  to  be  exported 
this  year.    In  1953-54,  over  6k ,000  tons  of  barley  and  30,000  tons  of 
oats  were  exported.    The  reduction  in  breadgrain  export  availabilities  is 
the  result  of  extensive  crop  damage,  mainly  from  excessive  rain  during 
the  harvest  period.    Quantity-wise,  the  crop  was  actually  at  record 
levels.    For  coarse  grains,  the  1954  crop  was  lower  than  last  year. 
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